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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 29 June 2004, with respect to 
claims 42 and 55 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of 
claims 42 and 55 have been withdrawn. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 29 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground (s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

4. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Douglas 
(US 5,946,031 ) in view of Oda (JP 05-01 9383 A). 

[claim 29] 

Regarding claim 29, Douglas discloses an electronic still camera comprising an 
imaging device for obtaining electronic image data from an optical image of a subject 
(Figure 1 , Item 26); memory means for recording image data therein (Figure 2, Item 48) 
and a printing device disposed in the body of the camera for printing an image on an 
instant film containing a processing solution therein (Figure 3; c. 5, II. 1-27). However, 
Douglas lacks a printing head which is elongated in a main scan direction, a head 
moving mechanism, a power source electrically connected to the head moving 
mechanism, a head driver and developing rollers as claimed. 
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Oda teaches an optical printing device comprising a printing head elongated in a 
main scan direction (Figure 9, Item 14); a head moving mechanism for moving the 
printing head in a direction perpendicular to the main scan direction (Figure 10; 
Paragraph 0014); a power source electrically connected to the head moving mechanism 
(Figure 1 , Item 40); a head driver for driving the printing head on the basis of image 
data to expose the instant film line by line while the instant film stands still (Abstract, 
Paragraph 0032); and developing rollers for advancing the instant film while developing 
the processing solution inside the exposed instant film (Figure 9, Items 12; Paragraph 
001 1 ). The device of Oda is able to provide a cheap and small instant photography 
type reproducing unit without the need for large power supply (Paragraph 0013). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the instant photography type reproducing unit or "printing 
device" of Douglas to create a cheap and small electronic still camera which does not 
require a large power supply. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 42 and 53-55 are allowed, 
[claim 42] 

Regarding claim 42, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an electronic 
still camera as claimed which automatically displays a still image on the basis of image 
data recorded last in a memory means when a printing mode is activated, 
[claim 53 and 54] 
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In regard to claims 53 and 54, note that the prior art does not teach or fairly 
suggest an electronic still camera comprising a pack loading chamber in which a print 
head moving mechanism and a developing and driving mechanism are located on 
opposite sides of the pack loading chamber, 
[claim 55] 

Regarding claim 55, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest an electronic 
still camera as claimed which includes a pack loading door mounted on a front face of a 
camera body. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327 or (571) 272-7310 after 28 February 2005. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866,217-9197 (toll-free). 



TJH 

2/3/2005 



